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 Udhampur district popularly known as ‘the land of Devika’ lies within 32° 34′ to 39° 30′ 

N latitude and 74° 16′ to 75° 38′E longitude. The area of Devika stream, selected for the present 

cleanliness and mass awareness campaign is located within the Udhampur City. The stretch of river 

Devika under consideration is near an ancient Shiv temple adjoining the cremation ground in the heart 

of Udhampur town. The area is regarded as a pilgrimage spot and is mostly thronged by people, during 

baisakhi and navratri festival, people from far-fetched areas visit this place to take holy dip in this stream. 

The water of this river is considered holy and people drink it and carry it for use during worshipping and 

other religious occasions. There is general practice of immersion of flowers, garlands and other worship 

waste materials into this water body. The stream once known for its quality water due to entry of large 

number of springs along its course has now become nothing less than a sewage sink.  

Moreover, rapid growth of Udhampur city has laid pressure on its catchment areas and substantial 

deforestation for road widening and construction of buildings has caused reduced rain water infiltration 

and spring water discharge into the stream. This has also led to water quality deterioration. Other 

anthropogenic pressures include entry of the untreated sewage drains including biomedical waste from 

three hospitals and disposal of city’s solid waste into the stream. Moreover, after burning the dead bodies 

at the cremation ground located at the bank of stream the ashes are directly immersed into the water 

body. 

The students of Govt. Degree College, Chenani undertook an extensive one day 

mass awareness and cleanliness drive at the said location which is considered to be a cost-

effective and sensitive measure to impact the rising pollution in the river Devika premises and adjoining 

water bodies. The students educated the masses; viz., the general public in the temple premise, local 

residents, temple priests and the vendors & hawkers outside the complex.  

The College with its NSS volunteers is constantly providing help and assistance to the local 

administration and NGOs working towards the goal by undertaking such mass awareness programs to 

protect the sanctity of the water body under the Research Project “Hydrochemical Impact Assessment, 

Study of Anthropogenic Pressure and Mass Public Awareness on Protection of Devika Stream and 

Adjoining Underground Sources of Water (Bowlis) at Dist. Udhampur, J&K”. The said Research 

Project is sponsored by the J&K Science, Technology and Innovation Council (JKSTIC), 

Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of J&K. 

 The NSS Volunteers of the College raised public awareness about water conservation as a 

necessity to increase peoples’ knowledge of water resources, water use, and the need to conserve water. 

Research has shown that the more people know about their water resources, the more likely they are to  
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participate in water conservation programs. Hence, education, outreach, and public awareness are the 

keys to reach the goal. 

The event proved to be an effective outreach program by making use of MAP. Given the present 

conditions of Covid-19 Pandemic threat, only a limited number of participants (25) took part in the 

campaign on the river front while most of the others took it up online through the mass media on various 

Social Media Platforms, viz., Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp, which has produced extensive 

results. 

GLIMPSES OF MASS AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
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The students even interacted with the local shopkeepers and urged them to discontinue the use 

of plastic bags and to keep a dustbin near their shops so that the waste isn't littered around. The College 

also conducted the Mass Awareness Program on SINGLE USE PLASTIC FREE ENVIRONMENT 

to support the Cleanliness Drive, wherein the NSS Volunteers of the College participated by way of 

making posters, writing slogans, essays, photography of the locations with polythene and plastic littered 

around and campaigned against its use.  
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